


Why This 
Matters: 

Professional 
Risk and 

Opportunity

• Loss of history weakens 
professional identity, 
scope, and leadership

• Heritage informs values, 
evidence, and advocacy 
across systems

• Stewardship is a global 
responsibility, not a local 
luxury



From 
History-Lite 

to 
History-Proud

• Occupational therapy history 
is fragile, unevenly preserved, 
and increasingly at risk

• Pandemic-era decisions 
revealed global vulnerabilities 
in stewardship

• This moment calls for 
intentional, ethical, and 
sustainable curation



A 
Conceptual 

Tool for 
Purposeful 
Curation

1. Apply the precautionary 
principle: safeguard in the face of 
uncertainty

2. Assess significance: provenance, 
value, rarity, resonance

3. Action planning: preserve, 
digitize, or thoughtfully deaccession

A practical, scalable framework 
aligned with occupational therapy 
process
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Creative, 
Scalable 

Examples 
from 

Around 
the World

Storytelling & testimony       
preserving intangible 
heritage

Community exhibits
anchoring local
professional identity

Digital repositories &                  
volunteer-led initiatives

Scholarship strengthening                    
historical literacy



A Call to 
Action

• Become history-proud: value 
stewardship as professional 
responsibility

• Take action at individual, 
institutional, and global levels

• Preserve the past to inform, 
protect, and inspire the future 
of occupational therapy



Key References
Ilott, I., Sullivan, A., & McNulty, C. (2025). A call to action to make
occupational therapy matter. Irish Journal of Occupational Therapy.
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOT-09-2025-0031

World Federation of Occupational Therapists. (2016). Minimum 
standards for the education of occupational
therapists. https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-
standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-
2016-e-copy

Ilott, I., & Edmans, J. (2020). History matters: Evidence and
proposals for action. WFOT Bulletin. https://bulletin.wfot.org/wfot-
bulletin/article/view/1461

https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOT-09-2025-0031
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOT-09-2025-0031
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOT-09-2025-0031
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOT-09-2025-0031
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOT-09-2025-0031
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOT-09-2025-0031
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJOT-09-2025-0031
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://wfot.org/resources/new-minimum-standards-for-the-education-of-occupational-therapists-2016-e-copy
https://bulletin.wfot.org/wfot-bulletin/article/view/1461
https://bulletin.wfot.org/wfot-bulletin/article/view/1461
https://bulletin.wfot.org/wfot-bulletin/article/view/1461


Selected Supporting Literature
Fleming-Castaldy, R.P. (2018), Developing occupational therapy 
students’ information and historical literacy competencies: an 
interprofessional collaborative project. Journal of the Medical 
Library Association, 106(3), pp. 340-351. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29962912/

Reed, K., & Andersen, L. (2017). Eleanor Clarke Slagle: Facts and 
myths. Occupational therapy in health care, 31(4), 291–311. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/07380577.2017.1376365

Russell, K. and Winkworth, K. (2009), “Significance 2.0:
A Guide to Assessing the Significance of Collections,
(2nd ed.) , Collections Council of Australia, Canberra. 
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-
to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/

https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/resource/significance-2-0-a-guide-to-assessing-the-significance-of-collections/


Acknowledgments 
~ Sincere gratitude and thanks for 
my co-authors’ pioneering vision, 
consistent support, and enthusiasm 
for this project, especially lead 
author, Dr Irene Ilott, without 
whom I doubt this work would 
exist.

~ Deep appreciation for Catherine 
McNulty and others for their 
insights and suggestions that 
strengthened this effort. 

~ Many thanks to the leadership of 
American International College for 
supporting my efforts to present 
this work internationally.


