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Improving access to Assistive Technology in Brazil and
Uruguay: an analysis of the SUMA and FABTA Programs
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Both nations uphold CRPD

Inspiring Change, Innovating Futures and 2030 Agenda principles.

Public Responsibility

Governments ensure
assistive technology access
for citizens.

Structural Challenges

LMICs face hurdles in
assistive technology

Assistive Technology provision.

Technology enhancing life
quality for individuals with
disabilities.

Differences in Scale

Brazil's vastness contrasts
with Uruguay's smaller size.

Governance
Structures
Distinct governance systems

influence policy
implementation.

Production and
Distribution

Varied models shape
assistive technology
availability.
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GOAL:
To critically analyze the SUMA
and FABTA initiatives in order
to identify shared and context-
specific assistive technology
demands in Brazil and
Uruguay.
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Design

Qualitative — Case Study

(September-December 2024)

Context

South-South cooperation initiative between:

e National Secretariat for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities — Brazil
(MDHC)

e Secretariat for Disability — Municipality of Montevideo, Uruguay
Data Sources

e Documentary analysis

e Stakeholder reports

e Bilateral meetings and workshops

Analytical Focus

e Context-specific AT demands

e Design and delivery strategies
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Brazil - FABTA (UFRJ)

Assistive devices for Activities of Daily Living
Digital fabrication, customized solutions,
university—-community engagement

Uruguay - SUMA (Montevideo / UDELAR)
Workplace adaptations

Digital fabrication and institutional
collaboration between local government and
university
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Personalized AT Demand

High need for customized assistive
technology.

Unmet Needs

Significant gaps in assistive technology for
vulnerable groups.

Standardized AT Limitations

ndardized models fail to meet diver
rset:uir:menets. e ConteXt'
Specific AT
Digital Fabrication Solutions

Digital fabrication enables personalized AT
creation.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration

Collaboration ensures comprehensive AT
development.

User-Centered Design

User input drives effective AT design.

Made with Z Napkin
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Prescription € > Participation

OT Practice Global South Interdisciplinary Local
Prescribes AT for Adapts AT to local Works with other Strategles
individual needs environments professionals for AT

Promotes equitable
AT participation
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Key Takeaways

Designhing Access, Not Just Devices

Assistive technology is most effective when

design and delivery processes are rooted in local realities.
Context-sensitive approaches:

e Respond to real demands

e Support vulnerable populations

e Strengthen autonomy and social inclusion

Occupational therapists must engage not only in selecting
devices, but in shaping how technology reaches people.



Questions?

carolina.alonso@medicina.ufrj.br
fab.ta@eba.ufrj.br

Follow us:

FABTA_UFRJ
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