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Background

• Competency Based Fieldwork Evaluation for Occupational Therapists (CBFE-OT) used by 9/14 +int’l (Bossers, et. al., 
2007)

• Changing OT practice and service parameters
• Time for national change (Committee on University Fieldwork Education – CUFE)

Context

• Develop a new national fieldwork evaluation tool that aligns with the Competencies for Occupational Therapists in 
Canada/ Référentiel de compétences pour les ergothérapeutes au Canada (ACOTRO, ACOTUP & CAOT, 2021/2024)

• Support on-going data collection of learner performance to guide program curriculum preparation, continuing 
professional development needs and early career mentoring needs  

Objective

• Association of Canadian Occupational Therapy University Programs (ACOTUP) included this objective in their 
strategic plan

• National working group created and $$ support from ACOTUP

Guiding premises



History

2015
• Literature Review

2016-17
• Preceptor Survey
• Student Survey

2017-18
• Preceptor Focus 

Groups

2018-19
• Student Focus 

Groups

2021
• Fieldwork 

Coordinators Survey 
& Focus Groups

2022
• National Preceptor & 

Student Surveys

2023-24
• Tool co-construction



Research and Development Process
Concept co-development (fall 
2022-2024)

• Working group 
established/co-chairs

• Analysis of past studies, 
literature reviews, mapping 
evaluation tools used by 14 
programs

• Analysis/reflection/alignment 
of new national 
competencies

• Co-creation of fieldwork tool 
components (design, student 
learning, scoring, utility, 
content) in English/French

• Iterative process - high-level 
collaborator engagement and 
consultation

• Bi-monthly working group 
meetings

Delphi Study (winter/spring 2025)

• Ethics for Delphi
• Engage RA
• Identify fieldwork experts 

nationally - preceptors, 
students, regulators, faculty, 
equity groups

• Collaboration with CUFE
• Delphi study 80% agreement 

(2 rounds with RedCap)
• Iterative revisions
• Regular working group 

meetings

Pilot tool (summer/fall 2025-
winter 2026)

• Develop tool prototype
• Ethics for utility pilot
• Pilot study collaboration by 

12/14 programs across all 
levels

• Survey, focus groups and think-
aloud interviews

• Regular working group 
meetings and support to 
university programs



Competencies 
for Occupational 

Therapists in 
Canada (COTC)1

Domains

OT Expertise

Communication 
and 

Collaboration

Culture, Equity 
and Justice

Excellence in 
Practice

Professional 
Responsibility

Engagement with 
the Profession

Competencies 
with Fieldwork 
Indicators

Problematic Partially 
meets 
expectations

Meets 
Expectations

Exceeds 
Expectations

Scoring

Spiritual

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Af
fe

ct
ive

Psychom
otor

Understand / 
Remember

Create

Evaluate

Analyze

Apply
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3 

Level 4

University Based 
Coursework

Fieldwork Based 
Coursework

Record of Fieldwork Experience:
1. Service Coordination
2. Assessment process
3. Intervention process
4. Documentation
5. IP collaboration
6. Time management
7. Project
8. Other

1 ACOTRO, ACOTUP, & CAOT. (2021/2024). Competencies for Occupational Therapists in 
Canada/Référentiel de compétences pour les ergothérapeutes au Canada. Accessed (August 
21, 2025) at https://acotro-
acore.org/sites/default/files/uploads/ot_competency_document_en_hires.pdf

Assessment Tool Components
(work before Delphi study)

https://acotro-acore.org/sites/default/files/uploads/ot_competency_document_en_hires.pdf
https://acotro-acore.org/sites/default/files/uploads/ot_competency_document_en_hires.pdf
https://acotro-acore.org/sites/default/files/uploads/ot_competency_document_en_hires.pdf


Occupational 
Therapy 

Fieldwork 
Assessment in 
Canada form

(pilot preparation)



Record of Fieldwork Experience (component A)



Component A
Record of Fieldwork Experience 
Appendix with descriptions



Component B
Fieldwork Indicators to evaluate student performance 
Appendix Level 1 Example



Component C
Scoring grid for the 6 Competency Domains



Recommending a Pass/Fail/Incomplete



Next steps
Analysis/Implementation/Dissemination

• Pilot study ongoing in winter 2026
• Analysis of surveys, focus groups and think-aloud interviews
• Utility Adjustment/refinement of tool (English/French)
• Adjustment/creation of preceptor training module(s) following pilot utility analysis
• Tool adoption/implementation by all 14 programs

• Implementation in Summer/Fall 2026
• Customized to each program’s data management systems
• Final versions and training module (English and French) will be found at https://acotup-

acpue.ca/ in late 2026
• Dissemination of research studies and tool (Fall 2026 onwards)

https://acotup-acpue.ca/
https://acotup-acpue.ca/
https://acotup-acpue.ca/


Other 
Resources

• Association of Canadian Occupational 
Therapy Regulatory Organizations 
(ACOTRO) / Association Canadienne des 
Organismes de Réglementation en 
Ergothérapie (ACORE)
• Competencies for Occupational 

Therapist in Canada (2021/2024)
• ACOTRO National E-learning module 

about the National Competencies 

• Available (in French and English) at 
https://acotro-acore.org/publications/

https://acotro-acore.org/publications/
https://acotro-acore.org/publications/
https://acotro-acore.org/publications/
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